1955 - 1957 Corvette: Service News: Setting V-8
Timing at 1,000 Engine RPM Discontinued

Below are revised tune-up procedures for the 1955 - 1957 Corvette equipped
with eight cylinder engines. Although the information in this article is
incorrect, we will leave it available for historical purposes.

NOTE: The following response is from Corvette Action Center Member
JohnZ:

This article is WRONG, and contains instructions to set timing with the
vacuum advance CONNECTED. A later supplement corrects the error
and makes it clear that ‘55-‘57 V-8 timing is to be set with the vacuum
advance DISCONNECTED.


https://www.corvetteactioncenter.com/tech/knowledgebase/category/c1-corvettes/electrical-and-ignition/63/

April, 1957

CHEVROLET SERVICE NEWS

Setting V-8 Timing at 1,000
Engine RPM Discontinued

The practice of setting V-8 engine timing with
the vacuum advance disconnected and the engine
operating at 1,000 RPM is no longer recom-
mended. A spark setting performed at engine idle
is not only adequate but will also simplily service
procedure and eliminate confusion caused by the
use of two methods of ignition timing. Therefore,
ignition timing on all V-8 engines will now bhe
performed with the engine operating at idle speed
and the vacuum advance connected on disiributors
50 efuipped.

The correct spark setting at engine idle for all
V-8 engine applications in maodel years 1955-57 is
provided in the table below,

Many of the distributors listed in the table are
not available as service replacement distributors.
Therefore, refer to the Parts Catalog for the ap-
plicable distributor when replacement is required.

1955-57 V-8 Engine Spark Setting

Spark Setling

Engine Distridiilor @ ldle

1955
All 265 cu. in. 1110847 4 BI'CD
(except Corvette)
Corvette 1110855 4* RTDC
(265 cu. in)

1956

I"ass. {2 bbl.) 1110847 4* RTDC
3-4-5-6000 Truck 1110866
W0 Spinn:r Gov, 1 110869
{265 cu. in.)
Truck 7-8000 1112530 4 BTDC
S-6000 W/ Gov,
(265 cw. 1n.)
Passenger 1110866 4° BTN
Sillgill: 4 bhl. 1110869
(265 cu. in.) 1110878
Passenger 1110872 g BI'DC
[rual 4 bhbl, 1110879 (Do not
(265 cu. in.) Exceed 127)
Corvette 1110872 4° BTDC
(265 cu. in.) 1110879
Truck 111258%1 4 RTDC
(322 cu. in.) 1112343
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1957
Pass. (2 bbl) 1110874 4* BTDC
% 54000 Truck
(205 & 283 cw. in)
Passenger 1110850 4= BTDC
Single 4 bbl,
(28% cu. in.)
Passenger 1110891 12* BTDC
Dual 4 bbl, (Do not
(285 cu, in) Exceed 147)
Pass, & Corvette 1110889 12* BTDC
Fuel Injection 1110905 (Do nat
W/ Auro, Trans. Exceed 14%)
(283 cu. in.)
Pass, & Corvette L110889 4® RTDC
Fuel Injection 1110905 Do not
W/ Syne. Trans. Exceed 8°)
(283 cu. in.}
Truck (2 bbl.) 1112349 4° BTDC
5-6-T-8000
(285 cu, in.)
Truck (2 bbl.) 1112381 4= BTDC
(%22 e, inl) 1112343
Truck (4 bbl) 1112350 4= RTIMC
(283 cu. in.} *1112349
Truck (4 bbl) 1112707 4= BTDC
(322 cu. in.) *1112543
Corvette 11108591 1= BI'DC
All 4 blal.

(283 cu. in.)

NOTE: When cither service yeplacement distributor designated
by an asterisk (*) @s weed, 10 replace the production distributor,
the governor spinner valve must be veset o 3 no load specd of
4.1 504, 2000 Tpm as these replacement distributors are adjusicd
for wse with a two-larrel carbuareior.

When setting the ignition timing on V-8 en-
gines it is essential that the mechanic correctly
interpret the graduations of the timing tab at
tached to the engine front cover. On all Engines.
the markings on this tab are in two degree mcre-
ments from the tab “ 0" marking (hg. 2). All timing
tabs used arc designed with the greatest number
of graduations appearing on the advance (“A"™)
side of the "O" marking. It is on this side of the
timing tab “O" marking that all BTDC settings
will fall.

Fig. 2—V-8 Engine Timing Tab
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