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FROM THE FACTORY: Since bolts don’t hold very well just driven into
fiberglass, your Corvette has a lot of steel tapping plates riveted all over the
underbody and dash/firewall areas. These plates provide threaded holes in a
steel anchor plate for attaching many different components to the fiberglass
panels, and they were riveted in place in the body shop. These aluminum rivets
were also used in virtually every location where a metal part is joined to a
fiberglass panel, such as the steel braces on the lower spare tire tray.
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